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Inspiration Vs.
[Influence



The Sum of
Your Experiences



DEFINING INSPIRATION
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2. Finding Inspiration



History



A History of
Graphic Design
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FINDING INSPIRATION:
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FINDING INSPIRATION:
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Born Magazine



History

| didn't know infants in arms until » Full Version

&9 hitp: /[ /www.bornmagazine.org/ projects /infants_in_arms ffull_versio =

I didn't know
infants in arms
until

©

(( BEST EXPERIENCED WITH AUDIO ))
» BEGIN «




History

| didn't know infants in arms until » Full Version

&9 hitp: /[ /www.bornmagazine.org/ projects /infants_in_arms ffull_versio =

I didn’t know infants in arms until
the Italians used it,
carrying their babies through the war
in a cotton dark of elbows,
bombs and pamphlets snowing the marketplace
and men putting tarps over their flats of salt cod.

» NEXT




History

| didn't know infants in arms until » Full Version

&9 hitp: /[ /www.bornmagazine.org/ projects /infants_in_arms ffull_versio =

I couldn’t bring it up in Baltimore—
we don't eat the same things here,
we have highways,
it’s different.

» REPLAY » CREDITS
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FINDING INSPIRATION:

Early, untitled Roman type (Nicolas Jenson, ca. 1475)
Quud4 eius libros né 1pfius
Quida eius libros né ipfius

Adobe Jenson (Robert Slimbach, 1996)



FINDING INSPIRATION:

Early, untitled Roman type (Nicolas Jenson, ca. 1475)
Quud4 eius libros né 1pfius
Quida eius librosnéipfius

Vendetta (John Downer, 1999)
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Adobe Jenson Vendetta



FINDING INSPIRATION:

u tradunt:qu I RETRE
oneo dederuntﬁ nd my mother
ERLeeislfigPETlster was an inf:
ratonicus fophlsiafddsitel.gstoly
J(re)e=3ablnesile n that kind of
TeERass(zeBllkics over my m
deorum pfona jatEld =l e




Turn Off Your
Computer



Turn Off Your Computer

Letterpress



Turn Off Your Computer
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Turn Off Your Computer
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FINDING INSPIRATION:
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Turn Off Your Computer

Business Cards



Turn Off Your Computer




FINDING INSPIRATION
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JASON SANTA MARIA

READ: ﬁ.._..__._......_,__.m_u_._ gantamaria oom

TALK: hello@jasonsantamaria.com

nsantamaria.com
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Storytelling
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FINDING INSPIRATION:

|08 Jason Santa Maria | Return to Letterpress
E | 4 b | | c | |1‘_'['t| | =i | @http:,.’;".wm.ja5unﬁantamaria.mm,.’archiueﬁﬂ[}ﬁf12,.’15,"return_tn_letterprESS.php G}E S .Q' Google )

e s e e —

jASU N SAN TA MAR IA oo 2d COMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED imi

PHOTOGRAPHY

)

ABOUT ARCHIVE PORTFOLID DAILY PHOTO CONTACT

HOME

« Christmas Wrapping | Return to Letterpress | What a Mess »

SEARCH THE SITE

(Searen )

DECEMBERK 15, 20006

advanced search »
Return to Letterpress
his past summer I took a Letterpress class at the University of the Arts here in Philadelphia. I ~ See me speak at
ended up enjoving it so much I decided to take it again (though this time as a 10 week course AN EVENT APART

instead of 5). I felt so good to jump back into doing this again. And now that I had one class B OST o N

under my belt, it was much easier to experiment and play around with some of the projects.

After getting through one of the intro projects (a postcard with an animal MARCH 26-2 i £ O

Y
4,*'-."-"{1_'.; ‘!'-"‘-'_:: i theme), I decided I wanted to do something with a good hunk of text. It was
EP':*?.E"‘H'%‘;»?; right around the end of October, so I had the idea to do Edgar Allan Poe's The O SEE ME
o Congueror Worm. Rob joined me on the project sinee it seemed like it would SPEAK 2007
s ” ~ be easier to split the typesetting duties, given that we are only able to work on LURLELLY AUSTIN TX
e things during class time. Man, did it turn out to be a huge undertaking. We

spent the better part of two classes finding a font with enough letters (I did a rough count of over 110 ARCHIVE BY MONTH
appearances of the letter “e”) and then setting the 40 lines of text. During the next class, as we brought + February zoo7
our type onto the press bed to lock up, we discovered something awful. Over the course of the previous + January 2007
two classes we had used two different composing sticks each, not realizing that each one was every so A —

slightly different than the rest. The difference added up to anywhere from a full en of variation in length
from line to line, making it impossible to lock up. Argh. While Rob printed the title and byline (setin
gorgeous Bulmer), I sat and spent hours re-balancing the 40 lines of the poem (set in Garamond). When 2

we finally got everything up on the press bed the next class, we noticed one last detail out of sorts: we September 2008 A
thought we could get away with using two hyphen in the absence of em-dashes. We figured we had spent *, SURE 2000 ¥

+ November 2006

*
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FINDING INSPIRATION:
800

| 4 P | | (4 | |1‘_'['f| | + | €A http: / /www._jasonsantamaria.com/archive/2004/10/28/foreboding.php
: r_ - e i, Pty X SR I T T =

jASUN SANTA MAR]H = : "E""}‘-E““'!UHEAHJHATEI} 4(3{;

Jason Santa Maria | Foreboding

GEg -~ Q- Google B

HOME ABOUT ARCHIVE PORTFOLID PHOTOGRAPHY DAILY PHOTO CONTACT

g .

Foreboding = Back to Life »

3 >

i Search T II

« For Entertainment Purposes Only
: SEARCH THE SITE

OCTOBER 28, 2004

gdvanced search »

Foreboding

unar eclipses throughout history have been viewed by some as

harbingers of evil. Such a magnificent feat as the moon vanishing

could only mean something bad was going to happen. The Chinese
used to believe the moon was being swallowed by a gigantie dragon.
Eskimos used to turn over their utensils to avoid contamination, and the
Japanese used to cover their wells to prevent them from being poisoned. Why did the moon get such a
bad rap?

There was a lunar eclipse last night, so I elimbed up onto my apartment building's roof to have a gander.

It couldn't have come at a better time, beckoning us in to Halloween weekend. Foul deeds are afoot, my
friends. Keep vour eyes peecled! Here are a few tips... va know... just in case:

+ Never venture outside into the darkness by yourself calling out your friends’ names as you look for
them. You will just give monsters a target.
+ If a monster has re-appeared, listen to the old guy that no one listened to the first time.

+ Do your friends a favor, don't appear suddenly from around a corner velling “hey!”. Your friend is

~ See me speak ar
AN EVENT APART

BOSTON

MARCH 26-27, 2007

SEE ME MARCH 9-13
O SPEAK 2007
AT SXSWi B.UHILE#

ARCHIVE BY MONTH

+ December 2006
+ Movember 2006

+ [Oetol

*

September 2006

looking for a monster and trying not to get eaten, you giving them a heart attack won't help. + Aupust 2006
+ When being chased by a monster, be sure to run extra fast, so that when you trip vou will have time to + July 2006 y;
get back up and not be eaten. + June 2006 3
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FINDING INSPIRATION:

Jason Santa Maria | Class Critique

' | 4 p | | (4 | |1‘_'['f| | + | €A http: / /www._jasonsantamaria.com/archive/2006/10/10/class_critique.php

HOME ABOUT ARCHIVE PORTFOLIO PHOTOGRAPHY DAILY PHOTO

« Happy Cog Philadelphia | Class Critique

Thirteen » .

OCTOBER 10, 20006

Class Critique

Yy bout a month ago I found a referrer to my site coming from the blog of an Interactive Media
% class at Michigan State University. I noticed that one of the class assignments is to critique a
\i; given website every week, and lo and behold, my site was slated for the chopping block during
the first week of October (previous sites they've critiqued include Juxt Interactive and smallTransport). I
set a reminder for myself to check back to see just what they had to say, and man, it's just wonderful.

Let me first say, I have no desire to knock on the students’ opinions or the direction their professor has
taken them; I actually find this fascinating. It makes me remember what I was like during my time at
college, and for better or worse, I was very much of the same mind as some of the more standoffish
students. They aren't regular readers, so I certainly can't fault them for being offended by a few things,
but I found these critiques to be enlightening. It's rare that vou get feedback like this from people who are
becoming designers and are still pure and untouched by the real world of clients and deadlines. They
hawve a different perspective on things than I do, and design definitely means something different to them
right now. I may be teaching a class at a local university in the near future, so I'll also chalk thisuptoa
bit of research for me too. Also, yes, I realize some (not all) of the grammar and writing is less than
coherent, but chalk it up to inexperience. I know I was a dreadful writer when I was in college, and have
only gotten better through practice and keeping this blog.

On to the critiques! Like all critiques, you have to wade through many opinions and egos to see if there is
real meat or not. And these students have caught me dead-to-rights on a couple counts. Unfortunately,

- P L £y - -

CONTACT

SEARCH THE SITE

(“Searcn )

advanced search.»

~ See me speak at —
AN EVENT APART

BOSTON

MARCH 26-27, 2007

SEE ME MARCH 9-13
O SPEAK 2007
AT SXSWi B.UHILE#

ARCHIVE BY MONTH

*
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January 2007

December 2006

*

November 2006
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Octaber 2006
September 2006

*
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AFTER THE BRIEF:
3. Maintaining Inspiration



There 1s no
inspiration
on/off switch.



Design Your Life

“Design is not a thing you do.

[t's a way of life.”
— Alan Fletcher



Design Your Life

The Art of Looking
Sideways
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Design Your Life

The person vou hwe is 32.8% water.
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Collections



iPhoto Archive
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Sketchbooks



Collections




Collections




Exercises



Exercises

Be a Design Vigilante



Exercises




Exercises

Puzzles
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Exercises
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Exercises

Five Seven Five



Exercises

after his kids were
trampled by digerati
he stopped reading Wired



Exercises

they dread the onus
of college graduation?
oh, they're art students



Exercises

Trans Am headlights pierce
the thick crepuscular mist
questing for tube tops



Exercises

48-Hour Films
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Exercises
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Exercises
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Exercises
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Find a Muse



Birthday Bash
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Find a Muse
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MAINTAINING INSPIRATION:




Find a Muse
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Find a Muse




MAINTAINING INSPIRATION




Find a Muse




MAINTAINING INSPIRATION:

You can't wite hc
™ -




Find a Muse




Find a Muse




Find a Muse




Find a Muse




Find a Muse
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Find a Muse
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Find a Muse
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Find a Muse




Find a Muse

FNARKFLE

Welcoms o the Camp Naked Terror POSTER: T-SHIRT: COMBO PACK:
Store, offering you quality merchandise
since 20021 117x17" three color Two color silkscreen print  Includes both the t-shirt

silkscreen print. on each side. and the poster!
The product links will take you to a secure

PayPal page, from which you can purchase + Purchase Poster Select Your Size: Select Your Size:
the selected item with a credit card.

-= Children's Small -~ Children's Small
All items are made to order and will be - Children’s Medium -— Children's Medium
printed in the week preceding Camp Naked -— Children’s Large -+~ Children's Large
Terror 4, at which time this store will close, -= Adult Small - Adult Small
s0 be sure to order before SATURDAY, = Adult Medium = Adult Medium




[Video: Camp Naked Terror trailer]



Wedding Bells



Find a Muse




Find a Muse




MAINTAINING INSPIRATION:

Liz & Jason - 10.14.05
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LIZ (T JASON

10.14.048

WEDDING DAY DIRECTIONS

LODGING REGISTRY

WEDDING DAY

Mr. and Mrs. George Cameron MacDonald, Jr.
request the pleasure of vour company

at the marriage of their daughter

ELIZABETH MACDONALD
o

JASON ANDREW SANTA MARIA

son of
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Anthony Santa Maria, Jr.
on Friday, the fourteenth of October
Two thousand and five,
three o'clock in the afternoon
Welkinweir, Green Valleys Association

Pottstown, Pennsylvania

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHS

Ah, memories! Here are the photos »

REQUEST-A-50NG

Have a song you're dying to shake your
booty to at the reception? Let us know »

HAVYE A QUESTION?

If vou have any questions or concerns, feel
free to contact us »

=

v

) D errors / 0 warnings



Secret Santa (Maria)



MAINTAINING INSPIRATION:

& & & Virtual Stan

| e ||+ A hitp: / fwww.robweychert.com)virtualstan/

EESIM YOUR ACGVERNTURE WITH =TAM EY

CLICHKIMG 0N OHE OF THE TRES AEQVE!




MAINTAINING INSPIRATION:

OO Virtual Stan
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MAINTAINING INSPIRATION:
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MAINTAINING INSPIRATION:

OO Virtual Stan
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Find a Muse

Virtual Stan

< + &! http: / fwww.robweychert.com/virtualstan/




Find a Muse

Virtual Stan

& |+ | ®hip:/ fwww.robweychert.com fvirtualstan/




Find a Muse

Virtual Stan

& |+ | ®hip:/ fwww.robweychert.com fvirtualstan/




In Conclusion



Questions?



